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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ECON EFIN EG 

SUB J : PRESS REPORTS ON GOE FIVE YEAR PLAN 

REF: CAIRO 7641 

1 . IUNE 18 AND 20 LOCAL PRESS CARRIES COMMENTS OF GOE 
MINPLANNING ABDEL MEQUID ON NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN. ACCORDING 
TO PRESS, PLAN WILL NOT BE LIMITED TO "THREE COMING YEARS", 

BUT WILL COVER PERIOD UP TO 1987, AS WELL. ABDEL MEQUID 
EXPECTS TO RELEASE IT TO GOE OFFICIALS, EXPERTS, AND 
POLITICAL LEADERS FOR DISCUSSION IN JULY PRIOR TO ITS 
SUBMISSION TO PA. 

2. PLAN WHEN COMPLETED REPORTEDLY WILL CONSIST OF FOURTEEN 
VOLUMES, EACH DEVOTED TO A SEPARATE SUBJECT. FIRST VOLUME 
WILL ANALYZE PROBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN CITIZENS INCLUDING 
EDUCATION, HEALTH AND OTHER, MORE "COMPREHENSIVE", ISSUES. 

SECOND VOLUME WILL FOCUS ON OPEN DOOR PLANNING, WHILE THIRD 

WILL OUTLINE TARGETS OF PLAN AND RECOMMENDED ECONOMIC STRATEGIES. 
REMAINING VOLUMES WILL COVER "FOOD SECURITY", UTILITIES, 
AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, PETROLEUM, MINING, AND PLANNING 
WITHIN THE GOVERNATES. PLAN WILL ALSO DELINEATE PROJECTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 10351 2 1 1 334Z 

TO BE IMPLEMENTED BY PUBLIC SECTOR AND THOSE TO BE LEFT 
FOR PRIVATE SECTOR. 

3. PRESS ACCOUNTS SAY PLAN IS ADDRESSED TO NEEDS AND 
CONCERNS OF ORDINARY CITIZENS. SPIRALLING PRICES AND SLOW 
GROWTH IN INCOME COUPLED WITH HIGH BIRTH RATE HAVE CREATED 
GAP BETWEEN ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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OF THE GOVERNMENT. SITUATION, THEREFORE, REQUIRES AN 
UNCONVENTIONAL POLICY TO ACHIEVE BALANCE BETWEEN PRICES 
AND INCOMES AND TO DESTROY "GRIP OF PARASITIC INTERMEDIARIES" 
WHICH DEPRIVE PEOPLE OF BENEFITS OF STATE SUBSIDIES. ABDEL 
MEQUID REPORTEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT PLAN'S PURPOSE IS NOT TO 
APPORTION BLAME FOR PAST ERRORS, BUT TO SET FORTH A CLEAR 
COURSE FOR ECONOMIC LIBERALIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT. 

4. COMMENT. PRESS REPORTS ARE CONSISTENT WITH MINPLANNING'S 
EARLIER COMMENTS TO USAID DIRECTOR (REFTEL), ALTHOUGH SEEMING 
TO PROMISE MORE ELABORATE DOCUMENTATION THAN ABDEL MEQUID 
INDICATED WOULD BE CASE IN THAT CONVERSATION. INFORMATION 
RELEASED TO IOURNALISTS TENDS TO CONFIRM POSITION TAKEN BY 
GOE AT PARIS CG MEETING, I.E., THAT PLAN WOULD BE AVAILABLE 
FOR REVIEW BY ALL INTERESTED PARTIES BY AUGUST. PROCESS OF 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY PEOPLES ASSEMBLY EL AL PROBABLY MEANS 
FORMALLY-APPROVED PLAN WILL NOT BE ADOPTED UNTIL NEAR END 
OF CY 1977, HOWEVER. 
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